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hopeless or irrecoverable human life, desperate
though its condition may appear. The deepest,
truest thing about the worst man is, that he has
been made in the image of God? and that, though
it may be scarred and defaced, the Divine impres-
sion can never be destroyed. In his lowest degra-
dation,, he is different from the brute to whose
level he seems to descend. His life the^e is an
unnatural life. His supreme kinships are else-
where. The conversion of such a man is actually
a return to himself. It is not an emergence into
an existence with which he had nothing in common
before. Then, in the true sense of the word, does
he become human.                              e

** Take, all in a word., the truth in God's breast
Lies trace for trace upon ours impressed;

Though He is so bright, and we so dim,
We are made in His image to witness Him?*

It is this which makes our human life so full
of hope when, to a superficial glance, it appears
most hopeless. Jesus looked for virtues in most
unlikely places and was not disappointed. He
expected to find generosity in Zacchaeus, purity in
Mary of Magdala, and firmness in the vacillating
Simon.